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% 1:

JR3C:

Prime Minister: “Why wasn’t I told?”

Humphrey:“The Home Secretary might not have felt the need

to inform you.” Prime Minister: “Why?”

Humphrey: “Perhaps he didn't know either.Or perhaps he’d

been advised that you did not need to know.”
Prime Minister: “Well,I did need to know.”

Bernard: “ Apparently the fact that you needed to know was

not known at the time that the now known need to know was

known...”
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Bernard: “Well,of course,you have to read all the briefs.And
we will rush you from place to place,shaking hands with
people.But other than that,well,there’s lots of things people want
you to do.And lots of things you should do.And any number of
things you can do.But very few things you have to do.After all,it’s

up to you,you are the boss.”
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Bernard: “ Prime Minister,Malcolm and I have drafted a

slightly different version of this speech.”

PM: “Let me see.“We shall,of course,be reviewing a wide

range of options over the whole field of government

expenditure...’Bernard,this doesn’t say anything.”

Bernard: “Oh,thank you,Prime Minister.”
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PM: “Completely lacking impact.”

Bernard: “You are too kind,Prime Minister.”
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JR3C:

PM: “I think we agree that so far my Premiership has been a

great success.” Humphrey: “Oh,indeed.”

PM: “Yes,and I have been asking myself what can I do to

continue this run of success?”
Humphrey: “Have you considered masterly inactivity?”
PM: “No,Humphrey,a Prime Minister must be firm.”

Humphrey: “Indeed.How about firm masterly inactivity.”
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