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(¥ 3) Flatiron Pond lies to the west of West Mountain. Its
source is undoubtedly Tinting Stream, which flows into it from the
south. The stream encounters mountainous rocks which divert it
castward. All along its length the current is strong, so it increases
in ferocity as it flows. It gnaws at its banks along the way, so it is
wide along its sides and deep in the middle, finally coming to a
halt where it encounters rocks. The water’s froth then forms
swirling wheels and slowly moves on. The calm and clear surface
of the pond extends for about one and a half acres. Surrounding it

are trees, and there is a spring high above it.
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(¥ ) Eight days after I had arrived at West Mountain
[November 16, 809], I followed a path at its entrance northwest
for some two hundred paces and came upon Flatiron Pond.
Twenty-five paces west of the pond, where the stream flows
rapidly and deep, is a fisherman’s dam. Up from the dam is a hill
on which bamboo and trees grow. The rocks here sharply protrude
or lie at an angle. They carry the soil on their backs as they thrust
upward, competing to form the most fantastic shapes—I could not
possibly enumerate them all. Those which jostle each other as they
bend down from their heights seem like oxen and horses drinking
at a stream. Those which lunge upward in a line of sharp points

resemble bears climbing a mountain.
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(&3 ) 1 obtained this place from the prefect. I had the
overgrowth removed, enlarged the brook by removing earth and
rocks, piled all of it up, and burned it. Then the spring had ample
room to flow forth abundantly. Unfortunately, it has never had
anyone write about it, so I have composed a record according to its
behest, to be transmitted to others. I inscribed this on the south
side of the mountain so that later enthusiasts who search can easily

find it.
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() 1 lifted up my garment and waded in barefoot. I
broke off some bamboo to sweep away the dead leaves and
removed the decaying trees, from which we were able to construct
eighteen or nineteen folding chairs. I sat down on one and found a
flowing tapestry and crashing sounds below my seat. Trees the
color of kingfisher feathers and rocks with patterns like dragon
scales shaded me from above. Did the ancients ever enjoy

anything like this? Will future visitors be able to retrace my steps?
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, and was shaded from above by trees...... 7 X

(#30) Ah! I had long doubted whether a Creator of Things
existed or not. But now I believe that he does indeed. Yet I find it
strange that he did not situate this in the Central Plains instead of
placing it here in the barbaric wilds. For hundreds, for thousands
of years, it has had no chance to display its talents—truly a waste
of labor. If this god can be so mistaken, can it be that he does not

exist after all?
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